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LABORATORY POLICY ON THE DISSEMINATION
OF RESEARCH RESULTS

University of California policy dearly establishes as a fundamental tenet the
freedom to publish in the open literature all research results generated by the efforts
of its faculty, staff, and students. Concerns about this policy have been raised from
time to time, primarily as a result of requests by industrial sponsors wishing to
protect their proprietary interests. The University Contract and Grant Policy
Manual, however, states the following:
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Exceptions to this policy, however, may be acceptable under certain narrowly
defined circumstances.

1. LBL policy is consistent with the Departmer}t of Energy Ro}icy, which
provides an option for “proprietary” use of National .User Faqhﬁe§ when an
External User pays the “full cost” of such use. This excepfion is granted
because these fadlities were established in part as a service to mdustry-ax}d
because Laboratory employees and students are not themselves engaged in
these research efforts.

2 There are several unique, highly specialized pieces of equiPment in

' individual laboratories at LBL that are not designated as formal National User
Facilities because -they are . primarily as research instrume_nts in
continuing Laboratory programs. However, the Laboratory may occasxonal}y

make such equipment available to visitors on a limited basis for syntl_te_sm,

testing, or analysis. The Laboratory itself would provide only safefx training

(ﬁ thus, the results of the use of those instruments would not be generated by

Collaborative Research and Development Agreements (CRADAS) between national
laboratories and industry does allow for the exemption of CRADA research results
from public access under the Freedom of Information Act for up to five years anc
therefore, by implication, delay of publication for that period. Exercising this option
would be considered an exception to the publication policy of the Lawrence Berkelev
Laboratory and must be authorized by the Laboratorv Director.
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